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DISCUSSION/STUDY GUIDE
Christianity is NOT Religion Series

Prepared by Mr. Pat Beccia

Christianity is NOT a Book Religion

INTRODUCTION

1. What was your initial reaction/response after reading this article?

2. How do you think Christianity can become a religion of the Book?

3. Since the Bible is like any other book, literature, history, poetry,
etc., how is it not like any other book?

4. In your own words, define the term “Bibliolatry”.

UNBIBLICAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE BIBLE

5. Please answer the following statements either true or false.

“we trust the Bible because of it’s sufficiency as the Lord’s perfect
word” (Bible).  2 Cor. 3:5;  2 Cor. 9:8

“We find true freedom from the Bible because our freedom comes
from the Bible”. Gal. 1:16; Jn. 14:6

“The Bible is our “blue print” for knowing how to grow in the grace
and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ”. 2Pt. 3:18

“We can trust the Bible the same way we can trust in Christ
because the Living Word (Jesus) and the written word (the Bilbe)
are the same thing”.  2 Cor. 3:5; 2 Cor. 9:8

“Believing the Bible results in eternal life”.  Jn. 5:39; Jn. 17:3

6. What does it mean to you to deify someone or something?
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7. What happens when you take an attribute of God, such as His
eternality, absoluteness, authority, power, sufficiency for living,
holiness, sanctification, inerrancy, etc., and attribute these to the
Bible?

8. As you read the Bible and come across words such as “word”,
“ordinance”, “doctrine”, “commandments”, “teaching”, “revelation”,
“precepts”, etc., do you automatically think of your bound
canonized Bible you carry with you?

9. Do you realize that these terms are not talking about the bound
canonized Book we carry with us to church?

AN HISTORICAL REVIEW OF BIBLICAL UNDERSTANDING

10. What do you gather from reading Rom.11:33, 36; 1 Cor.8:6?

11. When you think of the phrase “out of His Being” what comes to
mind?

12. Since God is a Being of expression, does it make sense that He
expresses Himself form an intent, purpose, or plan?

13. In what ways can you think of God expressing Himself?

14. What is God’s primary expressional intent?

15. How is it that we as Christians can express God’s character? See
page eight.

16. What are some ways that would be manifested in our words,
attitudes, thinking, and actions?

17. Write down one key truth that speaks to you from these verses.
Rom. 2:4; 9:23; Eph. 1:7; 3:8,16; Col. 1:27; 2:2; 1 Cor.8:6.

18. From these key truths, write down one that is most meaningful to
you right now and explain why?

19. What is the spiritual resource that makes expressing God’s
character possible in our behavior?  See 2 Cor.4:4; Col. 1:15.
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20. What was it the Pharisees missing when they searched the
Scripture?  Jn. 5:38, 39.

21. What were they searching for?

22. Would you say people are searching today for the same thing?

23. What to you do the words “objectify”, “tangibilize”, and “absolutize
mean to you?

24. How do we get to know God?  2 Cor.4:4; Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:3

25. Would you agree that as Jesus was nearing the end of His earthly
ministry that He would have some important departing words?

26. What does Jesus tell them, “make sure you keep my teachings”, “I
am leaving you something someday you will call a Bible”, or “I will
send the Helper that He may be with you forever”? Jn.14:16, 17,
23, 26.

27. From the verses from question twenty-six, what does Jesus do?,
what does the Father do?, What does the Father send?, How is the
One sent described?, Where will the One sent abide or live?, and
what will this sent One do in relation to you?

28. Jesus did not promise to send a Book or a “statement of faith” or
a “theological work”.  Do you agree with this statement?  Why or
why not?

29. Why do you think God cannot be reduced to volumes written in
the vocabularies of  men? Jn. 21:25.

30. What does the phrase “man’s receptivity to God’s activity” mean to
you?

31. When you consider the early Church had no personal copy of the
Scripture, and that the New Testament hadn’t been written yet,
and approximately eighty percent of the people were illiterate and
couldn’t read even if they wanted to, and that they were mostly
Gentiles with no religious Bible background, how do you think
they lived the Christian life?
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32. Do you think that when the early Church got together that they
did “Bible Study”, as we know it? If not what do you think they
did?

33. Do you agree or disagree with the Statement by Robert
Brinsmead?  Why or why not?

A BIBLICAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE BIBLE

34. True or false:
Christians today often use the Bible as a rule Book.
Christians today use the Bible as a guide for morality and ethics.
Christians today use the Bible as “proof texts” to defend Christian
doctrine.

35. According to Jn.5:38-40, what is the primary purpose of the
Bible?  See also Jn.. 20:30, 31.

36. Do the verses above bear witness to  a written document or a
Person? Is the book mentioned in verse thirty something we
believe in, or Someone they point to?

37. According to 2Tim. 3:15, what Scripture was Paul talking about?
As you read this passage in the past, did you automatically think
of the bound canonized Bible you hold in your hand?

38. Why couldn’t Paul be referring to the New Testament?

39.  Read the last paragraph on page sixteen and read page seventeen
as to what the author says about the word of God.  Do you agree
or disagree? Why or why not?

40. When you read Rom. 15:4 what is our hope to be in? Read also
Col. 1:27.

41. In the past when you read Eph. 6:17, where the “word of God” is
mentioned, did you think of this as the canonized Bible of 66
books, 39 in O.T. and 27 in the N. T., rather than the personalized
word of God that God speaks to the Christian?  The word “word”
here in Greek is Rhema rather than Logos.
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42. The author lists seven verses pertaining to the use of the “word”
what does the author say this refers to? Do you agree or disagree?
Why or why not?

43. What are your thoughts on the following statement:: “The Spirit of
Christ, who is Truth (Jn.14:6), may utilize the Bible to reveal and
disclose Himself. But He does not require the written Book in
order to do so. The Teacher is not tied to the text! The Spirit is not
bound in the Bible! Christ is not chained or contained in the
words of a Book”!

44. Has this article and it’s teaching gone against what you were
taught about how to view the Bible?

45. Do you view the Bible as an “end to a means”, or more
instrumental for the Spirit of Christ to use if He chooses to?

46. As you think about the dynamic reality of the living Christ,
underline the statement that you believe to be the most accurate
and true.

“We learn primarily from the Bible”
“We learn primarily from Jesus Christ Himself by His Spirit”
“We are to put our faith in the Bible”
“We are to put our faith in Jesus Christ”
“We are to put our hope in the Bible”
“We are to put our hope in Jesus Christ”
“Our love for the Bible”
“Our love for Jesus”

47.  When you were a kid did you ever see something in a catalog that
you just had to have.  So your parents ordered it for you.
Everyday, while you were waiting for the item to arrive you would
open the catalog and look at the picture anticipating its arrival.
The day comes when it arrives, and your all excited.  But then
you take the package and set it aside unopened, and go back and
continue to look at the picture in the catalog.  Now, does that
make any sense?  The reality has arrived, but you continue to
look at the catalog, a “picture book”.  In a sense that is what the
Old Testament is, a picture book pointing to the arrival of the
Reality, Jesus Christ. It is an instrument that points us to
Someone.  Can you say after reading this article that Christianity
is Not a Book Religion, but Christianity IS Christ?


